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EAST RUTHERFORD SCHOOL DISTRICT
ACCOMPLISHMENTS

• High Performing School District Status

• Alignment to Becton Regional High School Vision & Coursework

• Development of a Student Feeling

• Revision of Curriculum (NJSLS & NGSS) ~ Rubicon Atlas Platform

• Increasing State Assessment Scores

• Development of New Programs & Initiatives

• SEPAC ~ Special Education Advisory Committee

• Student Support Services

• Parent Academy for Student Success

• Extra Curricula Sports Programs

• Dedicated & Professional Staff



NEW FULL & HALF DAY PRE-SCHOOL & 
PRE-SCHOOL DISABLED PROGRAMS

• Faust School Annex

• Off to another great start for the 2019-2020 school year

• Currently:  Four Classrooms

• 9 Students Returned to District ~ 2018-2019 SY

• 2 Students Returned to District ~ 2019-2020 SY

• Looking to the future

• Additional sections to be added

• Additional support services



PARENT ACADEMY FOR STUDENT SUCCESS

What is the Parent Academy For Student Success?

The Parent Academy is a free, year-round, parent engagement initiative of East 

Rutherford Public Schools, helping parents, become full partners in their children’s 

education. 

The goal is to provide educational excellence for all of our children by informing 

parents about the importance of their roles, uniting families and schools, and giving 

parents a fuller sense of their rights, responsibilities, and the educational 

opportunities available.



PARENT ACADEMY FOR STUDENT SUCCESS

Future Workshops:

• Title I, Special Education & SEPAC (Special Education Parent Advisory Committee ~ October 2, 2019

• Families Building Better Readers & Writers

• Dyslexia:  What you need to know?

• HIB (Harassment, Intimidation & Bullying) Workshop ~ February 25, 2020

• Mental Health & Suicide Prevention

• Speech Therapy & Intervention Services ~ January 22, 2020

• School-Based Occupational Therapy

• Anxiety & Related Disorders ~ What you need to know?

• Behavior Management Strategies 

• Basic Computer Skills:  Google Docs, Google Classroom etc.

• & Many more…



MARCH 2018 FLASHBACK



2016-2017 BUILDING REPAIR COSTS
OUTSIDE OF 2020 SCHOOL REFERENDUM

Total Costs:  $122,850.18



2017-2018 BUILDING REPAIR COSTS
OUTSIDE OF 2020 SCHOOL REFERENDUM

Total Costs:  $63,194.19



2018-2019 BUILDING REPAIR COSTS
OUTSIDE OF 2020 SCHOOL REFERENDUM

Total Costs:  $152,220.75



2019 PASSED SCHOOL BOND 
REFERENDUMS

• Rutherford School District

• Hawthorne School District

• Rancocas Valley Regional School 

• Fair Haven School District

• Watching Hills Regional School District

• Rockaway Borough School District

• Oaklyn School District 

• Carteret School District

*Districts will secure State Aid up to 40% on school renovations.



LAND OPTIONS EXPLORED

• McKenzie School Field & Totland -

Building School Grades 5-8 & sell 

off Faust School to offset cost ~ 

Land Required by Municipality 

(McKenzie Field, Totland and/or 

Concession Area) 

• Totland Expand McKenzie School 

to build 4 classrooms, McKenzie 

Houses PreK to Grade 4 ~ Land

• Totland plus Concession Stand –

Expand McKenzie School to build 

8 classrooms, McKenzie School, 

for K – 5th Grade, Faust School 

Grades 6-8 ~ Land Required by 

Municipality 9(Totland & 

Concession Area) 

• Grove Street/Uhland Street Lots ~ 

Original Plan - Land Required by 

Municipality (Grove 

Street/Uhland Street Lots) 

• Franklin School Lot - Build Early 

Learning Center Pre-K to 2, 

McKenzie School Grades 3-5 & 

Faust 

• Totland – Land Required by 

Municipality (Totland) for School 

Grades Pre-K to 5

• McKenzie School Field ~ 

McKenzie School K- Grade 3, 

Building New School Grades 4-5 & 

Faust School 6-8 ~ Land Required 

by Municipality (McKenzie 

Field) 



LAND OPTIONS EXPLORED

• Community Center Land ~ 

Additional Space for Board 

Offices & Potential School 

Building 

• 7th & 8th Grade Students from 

the Carlstadt School District & 

the East Rutherford School 

District at Becton

• Becton Regional High School -

Land Not Required by Mayor & 

Council. (Carlstadt School 

District ~ Refusal)/(Becton 

Regional High School Problem 

with Scheduling & Staffing) 

• Land Parallel with Becton Regional 

High School - Additional Fields & 

Parking ~ Allow Board of  

Education to build on McKenzie 

School Fields ~ Land Required 

by Municipality (McKenzie 

School Fields, Old Landmark Area 

& Meadow Area) 

• Building new Middle School on 

front campus of Becton Regional 

High School ~ Expand McKenzie 

School to accommodate Grade 5 ~ 

Needing Totland, sell off Faust 

School to offset cost ~ Land 

Required by Municipality (Land 

in front of Becton ~ Along 

Wildcat Way) 



FACILITIES EXPANSION PROJECT 
PRESENTATION

What is a school referendum?

A school bond referendum is a special election giving voters the 

power to decide if a school district can raise funds for 

construction and renovation projects, which cannot be funded 

through the district’s annual budget.  

The bond enables the district to pay for improvements over a 

longer period of time, similar to a home mortgage.

Additionally, in New Jersey, many of these projects qualify for up 

to 40% in state aid, which is not available if the projects are 

completed within the annual budget.



SCHOOL BOND REFERENDUM

• East Rutherford Board of Education will be holding a Special School Bond 

Referendum on Tuesday, January 28, 2020.  

• The District is currently…

• New residential construction is underway in East Rutherford.

• American Dream is in the final stages for a soft opening in October & December.

• Full opening March 2020.

• Developments have been successful in having students return to the district and  

we have implemented programs to keep students in district with their peers.  

• The District is hopeful that necessary renovations will be approved as we look 

towards the future,  so we can continue to make our schools safe for our students, 

staff and all who visit.



WHAT ARE CRITICAL DATES FOR VOTERS TO KNOW?

• Tuesday, January 7, 2020 is the last day to be a registered voter in East Rutherford to participate in 

the School Bond Referendum Vote.  Check your registration status by searching the web for “NJ am I 

registered”, or to update your registration, use the form on the district website at www.erboe.net, by 

clicking on the ER Bond Referendum Tab. Applications are also available in the main offices of 

McKenzie & Faust Schools.

• Registered voters can use a Vote By Mail for convenience; no reason is required.  The form to 

apply by a Vote By Mail ballot is on the district website at www.erboe.net, by clicking on the ER 

Bond Referendum Tab or please pick up an application for a mail-in ballot in the main offices 

of McKenzie & Faust Schools.  It’s never too early to submit it, so mail it now!  It must be 

received by January 21, 2020, so there is time for the ballot to travel through the mail to you, 

and be returned through the mail after you mark it.

• During our last school bond referendum election, 278 registered voters, did not vote in the election.  

The vote failed by only 84 votes.  Please vote in the January 28th Special School Bond Referendum 

Election. 

• Vote in person on Tuesday, January 28, 2020!  Stay tuned to this site, where poll times and locations 

will be posted.  

Your Vote Makes A Difference!



SCHOOL BOND REFERENDUM
IMPORTANT INFORMATION

• The bond referendum proposal qualifies for up to 40% of State Aid, but only if the 

referendum passes.  Facilities improvement projects funded through the district’s 

regular budget do not qualify for state aid, and add years and years of budget cycles 

to complete these projects.



DISTRICT COMMUNICATION

• District Website ~ www.erboe.net

• District App ~ East Rutherford Public Schools

• Twitter ~ ERSD@ErutherfordSD

• Genesis Blasts

• District Alerts

• Backpack Notifications



A 2020 VISION FOR STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT & SUCCESS
NEWSLETTER



• New District Grade Level Configuration

o PreK – 3rd Grade (McKenzie School)

o 4th & 5th Grade (New Addition)

o 6th – 8th Grade (Faust School)

o Annex (Board of Education & Administrative Offices

• Campus-like School Grounds

• Additional Parking

• Additional Space For Current & Future Population of Students 

• 5 Sections of 4th & 5 Grades

• New Middle School Gymnasium

• Upgraded Security Entrances At Both Schools

• Replacing & Upgraded HVAC Systems

• New Lockers

• Technology Upgrade:  Media Center/Computer Labs

• Replacement & Upgrade Roof at McKenzie School

• New STEM Labs

• Additional All-Purpose Room/Makerspaces

• Additional Special Education Classrooms (Keep Students in 

District)

• New Warming Kitchen (4/5 & 6/8)

HIGHLIGHTS OF FACILITIES EXPANSION & 
RENOVATIONS PROJECT



BENEFITS OF FACILITIES EXPANSION & 
RENOVATIONS PROJECT

• Decrease class-size

• Optimal instructional environment

• Competitive with surrounding school districts

• Increased security

• Monitor/control heating & air conditioning

• Energy efficiency 

• Reduction in repair costs

• Reduction in tuition costs

• Reduction in transportation costs

• Allocation of budget dollars to hire additional staff and implement new 

programs

• Allow flexibility in scheduling

• Allow for configuration of grade levels



BOROUGH OF EAST RUTHERFORD
ACTUAL & PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION SITES

• Van Winkle Street ~ 82 Units  (P/D)

• Old PSE&G Bldg/Park & Orchard ~ 49 Units (P)

• Fox Ladder ~ 49 Units (P/Seeking BA)

• Strong & Shapely/Union Avenue ~ 115 Units (P)

• Self Storage/Paterson Avenue ~ 35 Units (UC)

• Carlton Avenue Bleachery ~ 100 Units (P)

• Morton Street ~ 76 Units (P)

• Monarch Phase III ~ 200-300 Units (P/D)

• Oak Street/Central Ave ~ 209 Units (UC)

• Paterson Ave/Wall Street ~ 9 Units (UC)

Green: Under Construction            Yellow: Proposed/Pending Board Approval          Red:  Proposed & Denied



PROPOSED PROJECT SCHEDULE



ESTIMATED TAX IMPACT OF 
REFERENDUM



OFFSET COST TO HIRE NEW STAFF

• Significant salary savings from teacher retirements

• Savings from unexpected emergency repairs from failing 

equipment and aging facilities

• Special Education and Transportation: Students returning to 

District

• Receiving tuition students from other districts

• Preschool tuition for both programs

*  The above savings will provide staff for additional class sections 

and new programming as needed.



FINAL THOUGHTS…

• We have not investing in our facilities over the last ten 

years to keep taxes low for tax payers.

• The students are coming to East Rutherford with or 

without a passed bond referendum.

• Class-sizes will continue to increase and directly 

impact classroom instruction and student achievement.

• We will continue to prepare a sound budget that will 

embrace district growth.

• Interest rates are consistent, construction prices are 

low, and debt service aid is up to 40% for renovations.



EAST RUTHERFORD SCHOOL BOND REFERENDUM 
ELECTION

TUESDAY, JANUARY 28, 2020
POLLS ARE OPEN 6AM-8PM

• Mark Your Calendars

• Remember to VOTE

• Your Vote Makes A Difference!


